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NATIONAL PARKS 


HILE the reservation of National Parks is a 

generally recognised need, few realise the diffi- 
culties and complications involved in defining the 
areas and in the treatment of these in the case of a 
limited and densely populated country such as Great 
Britain. It was relatively easy in the vast expanse of 
North America to set-aside substantial tracts for 
National Parks and nature reserves, but while it is no 
less desirable that action on similar lines should be 
taken here, the established competitive uses for the 
land make the measures to be taken much more complex. 
The report on this subject, prepared by Mr. John 
Dower, A.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., who was requested by 
the Minister of Town and Country Planning to make 
a study of the problems, is most comprehensive and 
informative.* 

While the Government is not committed to the 
acceptance of its recommendations and conclusions, it 
is obvious that the general principles laid down must 
have a very definite influence on the lines of action to 
be taken, and the Ministry will doubtless find it most 
helpful in framing the proposals it will submit to Parlia- 
ment in due course. The objects of these are laid down 
as the preservation of landscape beauty, access and 
facilities for open-air enjoyment, protection of wild 
life and places of interest and the maintenance of agri- 
cultural interests. 

Existing powers for the control of development in 
National Park areas are available under the Town 
and Country Planning Acts, but they require consistent 
and expert administration by a specially constituted 
authority and also a definite programme for compensa- 
tion and betterment. The Access to Mountains Act, 
intended to be of service, was so watered down in its 
passage through Parliament that it can do but little 
towards the objects with which it was originally framed. 
The, present rights over footpaths and bridleways need 
a more comprehensive survey to establish their positions 
and provide for reasonable variations and additions. 
These and other details must be brought under review 
by the prescribed authority, co-operating with local 
bodies. 

Apart from the interests of the farmer, there are 
certain othérs which must be taken account of in 
deciding how far the normal demands of a national 
park may be satisfied. Perhaps the most important of 
these is the value of the uplands as water-supply catch- 
ment areas, the water from which is used for different 
purposes and treated in different ways ; if for drinking 
purposes, some measure of initial or ultimate purity 
must be assured ; for those of canal, industry or “‘com- 
pensation”’ this is less important, and the treatment of 
water sources and reservoirs has to be regarded ac- 
cordingly. Another factor is afforestation, which may 
be advantageous or detrimental to the landscape, but 
which, where admissible, it is desirable to encourage as 
far as possible where it can be reconciled with the 
primary objects of a National Park. Grouse shooting 
does not, it is felt in the evidence adduced, justify the 





* National Parks in England and Wales. Report to the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. 


permanent exclusion of the public, which could be 
limited to actual shooting days when they would be 
warned off by red flags; in certain cases it might be 
desirable to buy out all shooting rights. 

Special treatment is obviously demanded for Nature 
Reserves, which are of various types and may be either 
within or separate from National Parks as, were the 
public to be freely admitted to these, it would nullify 
their purpose. “ Ancient Monuments,” buildings, re- 
mains, sites and objects of prehistoric, historic and 
architectural interest do not fall quite into the same 
category, but require protection from the less cultured 
members of the community. It is to be hoped that 
the general attitude towards. both these aspects will 
improve with the advance of education. 

The above generalisations still leave the task of 
defining the specific areas recommended for selection ; 
these are arranged in three categories. The first and 
most urgent comprises the Lake District, Snowdonia, 
the South Wales mountains, Dartmoor, Exmoor, the 
Peak district, the Pembroke coast, Cornish coast, the 
Yorkshire Pennines and the Roman Wall, in all covering 
a total area of about 3,600 square miles. 

Twelve further areas are added as having the next 
most valid claim for inclusion ; they are as follows : 
The Norfolk Broads, the North York Moors and coast, 
the Dorset Heaths and coast, the Berkshire Downs, 
the north-east Cheviots, the Northern and Swaledale 
Pennines, Howgill Fells, Merioneth coast and mountains, 
Plynlimon, Radnor and Clun Forests, and the “ Elenith” 
mountains in Central Wales; altogether some 4,400 
square miles. 

A third section gives a list of areas most of which 
have been proposed at one time or another as National 
Parks, but which the report suggests should not be 
in this category for various reasons. Some of them, it is 
thought, are being adequately dealt with by other 
agencies, such as the South Downs by the county and 
local authorities, the New Forest and Forest of Dean 
by the Forestry Commission, as well as Cannock Chase, 
Breckland and the Suffolk Heaths. In this list is also 
included much of the coast line, the Cotswolds, Mendips, 
Quantocks, the South Shropshire and Malvern -Hills, 
Charnwood Forest, and many other areas which should 
clearly be controlled. 

Subject to these last reservations, the report is 
emphatic in its recommendations that the National 
Parks should be established, and though its survey 
does not extend to Scotland, it is noted that the mountain 
masses there, with the glens and lochs, are far larger 
and more continuously wild than any areas south of 
the Border. Scottish parks might cover not less than 
one-third of the ground occupied in England and Wales 
and at least two areas of ample size should be selected. 

The point is made that National Parks should be in 
the fullest sense of the word national if they are to be 
worthy of their name and purpose for the use and 
recreation of the people—and especially young people— 
of every class and from every part of the country, 
indeed of the world. They are an essential corollary 
for holidays, “ with pay ” or otherwise. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
R.1.B.A. Card Index: Post-War 
Employment. 

We: are asked to state.that.in order that 
the fullest possible assistance may be given 
to those requiring employment on de- 
mobilisation or release from national ser- 
vice, it is important that notice should be 
sent to the Secretary, K.I.B.A., imme- 
diately a man or woman becomes available 
for employment. Those who have already 
completed and returned Questionnaires 
‘‘A” and ‘‘B”’ should give notice of any 
change in their qualifications or plans for 
post-war employment. Those who have 
not submitted Questionnaires should do so 
at once. 

The necessary forms may be obtained on 
application to the R.I.B.A., 66, Portland- 
place, London, W.1. 


Release of Land and Buildings. 

THE Ministry of Works has issued the 
following statement : The end of the war 
with Germany does not mean that land or 
buildings. requisitioned or held for emer- 
gency purposes can be released at once. 
The war against Japan will require the 
retention of many premises, and, apart 
from this, if the efficiency of the fighting 
forces and other Government services is 
not to be seriously affected, the process of 
release must inevitably be gradual. All 
Departments concerned have been in- 
structed to release premises, especially the 
smaller types of houses, at the earliest 
possible moment compatible with the dis- 
charge of their responsibilities, and un- 
necessary correspondence will be avoided 
if owners and tenants will refrain from 
writing to Government Departments or 
local authorities holding accommodation 
or in occupation of land. This announce- 
ment applies both to industrial and non- 
industrial premises. 


A New Falaise. 

FaLaIsE was so seriously damaged last 
year by bombs and shells that (writes a 
correspondent) it has to be practically 
rebuilt. An Advisory Council for deciding 
on the plans of the new Falaise has been 
set up. One of the members is Professor 
Macary, well known to many English 

ople as the main organiser of the 
William the Conqueror fétes held in Caen 
and Falaise before the war. The whole 
town of Falaise is to be town-planned, on 
the basic plan of the Chateau, the home 
of William, Duke of Normandy, before 
1066, as the central point, and all main 
avenues and boulevards converging upon 
this like the spokes of a wheel. It is 
anticipated that in the years to come 
Falaise will be the centre of pilgrimage 
for thousands of visitors from the United 
States and this country, and the plans 
include the provision of hotels. At the 
present time there is not one bed available 
anywhere, and thousands of the towns- 
people are still sleeping in the cellars. 


Timber Houses from Sweden. 

Orpers for 5,000 permanent prefabri- 
cated timber houses are being placed with 
Swedish manufacturers by the Mission 
sent to Stockholm by the Minister of 
Works. These houses will not arrive in 
Great Britain for some months. Their 
purchase will not affect the importation 
of timber for the house-building pro- 
gramme, 

Four types of house are being ordered, 
as follows : (1) semi-detached two-storey, 
designed for rural England, total, area 
1,040 sq. ft.; (2) semi-detached two-storey 
for could form end house of a terrace), 
designed for Scottish urban areas, 
total area 931 sq. ft.; (3) two-storey, 
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terrace type, total area 877 sq. ft.; (4) 
two-storey type, designed for rural Scot- 
Jand and England, total area 991 sq. ft. 


200 Bricks Laid in an Hour. 

In the Commons Court at the Houses 
of Parliament, on May 18, Sir Harry 
Selley, M.P., aged 73, completed a four- 
course wall of 200 bricks in exactly 58 
minutes. Wearing a bowler hat ‘‘as a 
compliment to the industry,” Sir Harry 
Selley set out to prove his contention that 
the Ministry of Works target for brick- 
layers of 200 to 300 a day was ‘“‘ absurdly 
small.” He had promised Mr. George 
Hicks, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works, to give a hospital £1 
for every brick short of his self-imposed 
target of 200 in less than two hours. 
When the cheers of the onlookers had died 
down Sir Harry Selley said that 800 bricks 
a day on ordinary cottage property was a 
reasonable target to set. 


A Housing Conference. 

A CONFERENCE organised by _ the 
Liberator Council, 35, Castle Chambers, 
Torquay, will be held to-day (May 25) at 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, London, 
§8.W.1. The speakers include Sir Charles 
Morgan-Webb, Mr. Eric Troward, Mr. 
James P. Orr, and Mr. W. R. Hipwell. 
The conference opens at 11 a.m. 


Timber for Housing. 

In the course of a statement on the 
recent Report of a Committee of the 
R.I.B.A. on Housing Production, Mr. 
R. W. Mugford, President of the English 
Joinery Manufacturers’ Association, said 
it was to be regretted that the report 
should have been so misleading. ‘‘It is 
generally admitted that there is no world 
shortage of timber, and we have the 
highest authority for stating that this ex- 
cellent and essentia] commodity is having 
the attention it deserves by the Govern- 





COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, May 26. 
InstITUTE OF Quantity Surveyors. Meeting of 
Midlands Branch. The White House Hotel, 
Birmingham. 3 p.m. 


Monday, May 28. 
CHARTERED Surveyors’ Institution. Annual 
General Meeting. 12, Great George-street, West- 
minster, S.W.1. 5 p.m. 


° Tuesday, May 29. 

Hovusine Centre. Mr. S. Mayne (Ministry of 
Health) on “ London War Damage Repairs.” 
13, Suffolk -street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. (buffet 
luncheon, 12.45 p.m.). 

ARCHITECTURAL AssocIATION. ‘‘ Film Evening.” 
34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 

Friday, June 1. 

Coat Uriisation Joint Councit. The “ Newer 
Heat Exhibition.” At Building Centre (Conduit- 
street entrance), W.1. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. (open 
until June 3). 
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ment in fixing up contracts and giving 
high priority as soon as possible so as to 
increase supplies for our great building 
programme, although, in common with 
many other commodities used so exten- 
sively during the war, it is temporarily in 
short supply, principally owing to lack of 
available freightage. 
_‘‘The Timber Controller said a short 
time ago at the annual meeting of the 
Ontario Retail Lumber Dealers’ Associa- 
tion that one hundred million more feet 
of lumber would be available in Canada 
in 1945 than in 1944, with much of the 
total available for ordinary construction 
purposes, and that Great Britain, as might 
be expected, is likely to receive 45 per 
cent, of the total output of the Canadian 
lumber industry, and, again, we have been 
informed by representatives recently 
returned from Sweden that that country 
is full of felled timber, cut to various sizes, 
ready for export, and we also know that 
large supplies will be available from 
Russia.”’ 
Export Licensing Relaxations. 
RELAxATIONS in the control of exports 
are made in the Export of Goods (Control 
(No. 3) Order, 1945 (S.R. & O., 1945, 
No. 35), price 1d.), issued by the Board 
of Trade on March 30, and operative as 
from April 9. Copies through any book- 
seller or newsagent, or direct from’ H.M. 
Stationery Office, Kingsway, W.1. 


Scots Housing Appointments. 

_ Tae Scottish Special Housing Associa- 
tion, in view of their extensive. post-war 
housing programme, have appointed Mr. 
Thomas O. W. Gratton, A.R.I.B.A., Chief 
Architect. Mr. Robert R.  Shiach, 
A.M.InstC.E., M.Inst.M. &Cy.E.; has 
—_ appointed Engineer to the Associa- 
jon. 


Appointments. 

Mr. C. H. Exxms, L.R.1.B.A., 
P.A.8.I., Deputy County Architect since 
1930, has been appointed Warwickshire 
County Architect. Mr. G. R. Barnsley, 
A.R.I.B.A., at present Chief Assistant 
Architect, has been appointed Deputy. 


Worcestershire County Council has 
appointed CapraiIn L. OC. Lomas, 
A.R.I.B.A., to the post of County 
Architect. 

Professional Announcements. 

Mr. H. W. Loven, A.R.I.B.A., 


A.M.T.P.I,, has been appointed Architect 
to the Blyth R.D.C., with offices at 
Rendham-road, Saxmundham, Suffolk, and 
will be glad to receive trade catalogues 
with particular reference to housing. 

Mr. Wittiam A. Quick, A.I.A.S., is 
opening a practice in quantity surveying 
and estimating. Pending the acquisition 
of London offices, his address will be 
‘* Sunreva,’’ Barr-road, Potters Bar, 
Middlesex, where he will be glad to receive 
trade communications. Telephone ;Potters 
Bar 4017. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, May 24, 1845. 

Merropouitan Ramways.—The project 
of a metropolitan railway tunnel is said to 
be seriously entertained, and a prospectus 
has been issued, pointing out its prac- 
ticability. It is proposed that this sub- 
terranean railway should commence at 
Hyde Park corner and have intermediate 
stations at each chief thoroughfare with 
a street frontage. - The rage for 
speculating in shares is now so great that 
if a railway from Hyde Park corner to 
the middle of August were advertised, all 
the shares would be subscribed for in 
twenty-four hours. 
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ARCHITECTURAL 
REMINISCENCES—6 


THE MAKING OF AN ARCHITECT 
By Clough Williams-Ellis 


WHEN some fifteen years ago I was invited by Mr. 
Geoffrey Bles to write a book on what it felt like to be an 
architect, and what turned out to be my autobiography 
duly appeared under the misleading title of ‘‘ The 
Architect,” I at least had the honesty to insist that I was 
utterly and absurdly unrepresentative of the profession as 
a whole. I of course modestly added that I deeply deplored 
my singularity, and that, in so far as I might have sur- 
vived and prospered, it was in its despite and not because 
of my nonconfomity. 

I further confessed that certainly had I” not been 
possessed of a real passion for architecture—a passion that 
I can remember as quite strongly developed by my fourth 
year—I should never have defied parental opposition and 
become an architect at all, and a good job, too. But with- 
out. any shadow of doubt whatever, as I verily believe, I 
was born to be an architect. If mortar was ever in any- 
body’s blood, I know it is in mine. 

My mistake was that, finding myself thus born, I did 
not see to it that I was also well and truly and quite 
thoroughly made. With (as I feel in my bones) an acute 
inborn instinct for architecture, I still remain in many 
respects half-baked as an architect—a handicap that can 
only be repaired, and that cumbrously, by the hiring of 
fully trained and technically proficient experts whenever 
instinct and experience may fail. 

Not that an architect should aspire to become an all-round 
technician or craftsman—God forbid! For one thing, he 
couldn’t possibly do it and remain an architect. The crafts 
and technicalities of a big modern building are far too 
various and complex to be thoroughly mastered by any 
one mind, especially by the mind that has had to imagine 
and plan the general form of the whole elaborate synthesis 
and is directing its harmonious and acceptable growth. 

The architect who tells you he is an expert structural 
engineer and electrician and stonemason and concretor and 
plumber and joiner and all the rest of it is a liar—and not 
even an expert liar, for the first real master-craftsman who 
happened along could immediately catch him out and show 
him up. 

All the architect needs is a good common-sense grasp 
of the trades he has to use; he does not himself so much 
want to know the precise and detailed technique of the 
plasterer as to know enough about plasterwork in general 
to be sure that the tradesman he employs knows. To be 
master of his own trade the architect must be ‘‘ jack” of 
all the others, but no more. 

My architectural education and professional training 
were unusual in their extreme concentration. After a few 
weeks at the old A.A. school in Tufton-street, and a summer 
holiday spent playing little dog to a cousin’s estate builder 
in Sussex, I found myself launched in practice with a 
variety of jobs that were perfectly calculated to exercise 
my ingenuity and extend my knowledge under a forced 
draught that I found more exhilarating than alarming. 

I did not attempt to conceal my inexperience (it would 
have been useless, anyway), but I was supposed to be 
fertile of “‘ ideas’; nothing actually fell down, and every- 
one was astonishingly kind. Also I had preposterous luck 
—beginner’s luck—in at once picking up several congenial 
clients, some of whom I continued to build for right up to 
the present war—one, indeed, so right-minded that, when 
one year we could think of nothing more ambitious to be 
done either in London or on his country property, he 
commissioned a model for a Palladian mansion, with 
appropriate furniture, all to scale. Frivolous as this may 
sound, it had a serious purpose behind it, as will one 
day appear. 
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The Author at the North End of his Studio at Hampstead 
(formerly Romney’s). 


Anyway, by a course of trial and error on @ succession 
of actual jobs, luckily mostly pretty small and plain to 
begin with, I did contrive to pick up more about design 
and construction in one year of precocious practice than I 
could conceivably have done academically in six—but, of 
course, ab the expense of clients who seemed recklessly 
prepared to take what were, theoretically, quite appalling 
risks. 

From such, the building public is now mercifully for 
ever protected by the Architects Registration Act, which, 
if it can guarantee no more than a certain technical com- 
petence, does at least ensure it against such disasters as 
might reasonably be expected when an enterprising ignora- 
mus (such as my early self) is let loose on drawing-board 
or building site. 

In that, as it were, accidental and premature auto- 
biography of mine—my “ interim report ”—having, as I 
say, lamented that, being born an architect, I was not 
also thoroughly made, I went on to hazard that there were 
doubtless others in a like case; the more usual condition, 
however, being to be made an architect without having 
been so born. This is an omission and an oversight that 
nothing whatsoever can repair, and most of our more 
important architectural infelicities are from the brains and 
hands of such “ synthetic” architects. 

They may be energetic and businesslike and even inge- 
nious, but their superstructure of training, elaborate and 
complete, has been raised on an insensitive and prosaic 
foundation that will for ever prevent their achieving real 
architecture. 

To say that all is therefore vain and profits them 
nothing would be pleasant, but very far from true. The 
thoroughly leaden-footed pedestrian rule-of-thumb architect 
(if we grant him that title at all) often prospers exceed- 
ingly, for the very good reason that nearly all the world is 
véry much to match, and quite complacently insensitive 
and prosaic, too. No doubt one’s fellow-creatures love the 
highest. when they see it, the catch, of course, being that 
they can’t see it. They just love the highest that they 
can see, and that is no higher than their own eye level. 
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The Author’s former Studio at 22, Ebury-street. 


So make no mistake about it, you may make a very 
good living—or, more pedantically, a very good income— 
as a not very good architect. I dearly wish that it were 
not so; but, given present public taste, if you are business- 
like and jolly and reasonably competent in a practical sort 


The Author’s private Studio at 22, Ebury-street. 
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The stairs lead to his private Studio. 


of way, and no more, you will probably be happier and 
richer than if you are a true architect with an esthetic 
conscience and aspirations that hardly anyone will under- 
stand or care about. 


Our recent England has been an ideally congenial place 
for the first sort of architect, who has clearly been having 
a high old time; but we who like to think we belong to 
the second sort are trying to change all that. We like to 
believe that the heyday of dunce-building is already past, 
and that we, the elect, shall yet come into our own. 


Nor do we only believe it—it is not merely a pious hope— 
for many of us who feel that architecture (and with it 
amenity) is of the very substance of our lives, are giving 
up an increasingly large part of our time to the cause of 
esthetic education, to the end that our prophecy may be 
fulfilled. We are not very many, and progress:is as slow 
as might have been expected; the Englishman is not 
interested in ideas, but particularly not if their implica- 
tions are esthetic. 


Yet, for all that, better times are coming—better times 
for the better architects; so it may soon be no longer safe 
to embrace this profession with no special endowments 
beyond ‘practical common-sense and a go-getting dispo- 
sition. 

Still believing this—that there are too many accidental 
architects and too few congenital—I have elsewhere sug- 
gested that we, as a profession, ought to be doing some- 
thing to improve our recruitment, to lift it out of its 
wasteful hit-and-miss fortuity, and at least ensure that 
those with the kinds of temperaments, talents, and general 
make-up likely to.make good architects (whether few, or 
many, or where, God only knows at present) are somehow 
znade clearly aware of the field that awaits them and where 
God certainly knows they are needed. 
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The startling success of the new officer selection boards, 
whose most ingenious technique, firm based on specially 
devised psychological try-outs and intelligence tests, has 
so markedly reduced the number of O.C.T.U. rejects and 
commissioned misfits, might well give results no less arrest- 
ing in such professions as our own. Industry, by the way, 
is already fully alive to the value of this new expedient. 

Architects of the right sort—even of any sort—are going 
to be in dangerously short supply, training facilities will 
be inadequate, yet we shall need to turn out inadequately 
trained technicians but with a real natural aptitude just 
as fast as it can be done. And it can only be done both 
quickly and surely if such aptitude is assured, which is 
exactly what I am after. 


We simply can’t afford to clutter up our anyway inade- . 


quate and necessarily speeded-up educational conveyor- 
belt with wavering dilettanti who may soon decide that 
architecture is, after all, less amusing than they had 
fancied, and that the family business, or the Stock 
Exchange, or jazz-band leading, or what, not, is their true 
vocation. 

Two of my own pupils have long been prominent orna- 
ments of the House of Commons, one was lost to the 
professiom by making a rich marriage, another took up 
pig-breeding, yet another the manufacture of paper-bags, 
and at least one, painting. , 

I had, of course, others who steadfastly followed the 
light, one of whom, indeed, has built far more notably 
than I have, but it seems a sad waste of time to have 
poured my best, wine—such as it was—into bottles that, as 
it were, turned out to have no bottoms. 

My preliminary selection board would have eliminated 
these flighty flaneurs and sent me duly tested raw material 
to work on, or—better still—sent' them elsewhere to a 
better-qualified instructor, also officially selected. 

Not that I, so scandalously under-educated myself, pre- 
sumed to instruct these aspirants, an undertaking for which 
I had neither the taste, the talents, nor the time. They 
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PORTMEIRION : The Watch House. 


simply had the freedom of the office, where they were 
welcome to see and hear all that was going forward and 
to pick up such edifying scraps as they could. 

Had that been all, the whole thing would plainly have 
been indefensibly inadequate, but it was not, because, 
recognising that all I could myself offer was accommoda- 
tion and opportunities for observation with occasional 
comments and visits to work in progress, I arranged with 
another architect of erudition and with teaching experience 
to ‘‘ tutor” the pupils adequately in return for half their 
fees. 

Though he did so most effectually, I am glad that this 
office-pupilage back door to the profession is now virtually 
closed as too inefficient. 

Certainly in my case, too, the wastage was high, though 
that I suppose was partly attributable to the rather un- 
conventionally experimentally minded collection that was 
naturally attracted to.an unorthodox office. 

Both in Ebury-street, and, later, up at, Romney’s House 
in Hampstead, I and my secretary and chief assistant and 
everyone else all worked in one big hall, an agreeable 
and efficient arrangement as it seemed to me. 

22, Ebury-street, built as a school in Regency days (I 
daily entered its imposing Doric portico under the benedic- 
tion ‘‘ The Arts, letters and sciences may the Holy Ghost 
prosper ’’), had been an antique furniture warehouse when 
I found it, and became some sort, of personal headquarters 
of Sir Oswald Mosley when I sold it to him. 

Romney’s old picture-gallery had also suffered many 
vicissitudes since the painter’s day; Dickens had given 
readings there when it was the Hampstead Assembly 
Rooms; Marie Lloyd had sung there when it was a musie- 
hall; and if Disraeli didn’t speak there when it was the 
Conservative club, his bust’, at any rate, still presided over 
its cavernous gioom when I bought it. Now tenanted—for 
the duration—by a religious body, I shall probably return 
there after the war, if indeed I can bring myself to 
contemplate ever again really living in London after 
experiencing five years of living and working at home in 
North Wales. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Housing Disabled Ex-Servicemen, 

Tue Thistle Foundation, Ltd., have decided that, in addition 
to the accommodation requirements detailed in the conditions of 
competition already issued to competitors, provision should be 
made for a small non-denominational chapel and a reading room. 
It is suggested that the chapel and reading room should be 
combined -in one building, and they might be planned so that, 
on occasion, the reading room can form an annexe to the chapel, 
though each should normally be usable separately and without 
disturbance to the other. Access-should be on ground level by 
covered corridor or-cloister, as defined for access to clinic. The 
placing of these units of accommodation on the site is-left to 
competitors’ discretion, but they should be regarded as important 
items in the general grouping. The architectural treatment 
should be simple and in harmony with the rest of the scheme. 
Details were given originally in our issue of April 20. 

The promoters have decided to postpone the: date. for submis- 
sion of questions to June 15, and the date for sending in designs 
to October 31, 1945. Conditions (deposit £1 1s.) are obtainable 
from the hon. secretaries, Messrs. Graham, Smart & Annar, 
22,. Charlotte-square, Edinburgh. 
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HILL FARM, CHASTLETON, OXON: A RECONSTRUCTION 
C. BIRDWOOD WILLCOCKS, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


‘THIS HOUSE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN THE DOWER HOUSE 
of Chastleton House. For many years previous to its 
restoration it had been used as cottages or a farm- 
house. Formerly the front entrance was through the 
lobby between the present living- and dining-rooms. 
The living-room then consisted of two rooms with a 
‘staircase between, and on the west was a large 
scullery and two storerooms which were in a dilapi- 
dated condition. 

When the house was restored, the original back 
passages and larder were converted into the new 
entrance hall and staircase, the front door being in 
the same position as the old back door. 

The dairy and store on the north were recon- 


structed to form the new kitchen and maids’ sitting- 
room, etc. The original scullery was pulled down 
and the old stones used in the construction of the 
new den and cloakroom. These have an external 
entrance as the den is used for estate business. 

The upper floors were remodelled, three bathrooms 
constructed, and central heating and electric light 
installed. 

The general contractor was Mr. A. T. Wheeler, of 
Lower Slaughter. 

The central heating was carried out by Mr. Alfred 


Axtell, of Oxford, and the electric light was installed 
by Messrs. Lowe & Oliver, of Oxford. 
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THE PLAN FOR SWINDON 


In December, 1942, the Swindon Town 
Council approved the formation of a Post- 
War Planning Sub-Committee which com- 
missioned Mr. W. R. Davidge, F.R.1.B.A., 
as consultant to co-operate with Mr. 
J. B. L. Thompson, M.Inst.C.E., in the 
preparation of a comprehensive town plan- 
ning scheme.* The report now issued was, 
it is noted, prepared before the passing of 
the Act of 1944. As this will give ade- 
quate powers to carry out its main pro- 
posals, for which hitherto special powers 
would have been demanded, the position 
is now more promising, though it is, of 
course, expected that the execution of the 
plan will be spread over a number of 
years. The report includes a map covering 
the utilisation of an area extending some 
three miles outside the boundaries of the 
town, and possible proposals even beyond 
this; also maps showing growth, densities 
and values. 


In 1841 Swindon was described as ‘‘ An 
ancient market tewn—built upon the sum- 
mit of a moderate hill, a sort of outlyer 
from the great table land of Marlborough 
Downs, from which it is separated by a 
fertile and well-wooded valley. The hill 
is composed of limestone rock, sand and 
clay.’’ It cannot be claimed that Swindon 
at the present time has in a large measure 
character and distinction. It is pleasantly 
situated towards the southern odie of the 
wide valley of the Upper Thames, about 
three miles from the escarpment of the 
Berks and Wiltshire downland, and the 
site of the town, though mainly fairly 
level, rises gently towards the position of 
its earlier centre about « mile south of the 
well-known station on the Great Western 
Railway. 


It is to this junction, with its adjacent 
extensive engineering works, that the town 
owes its existence; and therefore it would 
be unfair to criticise these as somewhat 
too dominant in the civic pattern; it is, 
however, a little unfortunate that the large 
area they occupy cuts the town into two 
sections, not lacking communications, but 
devoid of any architectural unity between 
them. Until the later decades of the last 
century all the development had been on 
the southern side of the railway, but then 
the rapid increase in the number of em- 
ployees in the railway works, which rose 
to 12,700 in 1903, encouraged development 
on the northern side, which is separated 
from the main town by a belt. averaging 
500 yards wide, and stretching for a 
mee and a half along the main railway 
ine. 


Under these circumstances, the problem 
arises of defining the extent to which these 
two sections should be treated as separate 
groups in regard to their communal 
requirements, schools, recreation, etc., 
even though the dominant centre is, and 
must remain, firmly established in the 
older part to the south of the railway. 
This latter, though mainly dating from 
the second half of the nineteenth century, 
contains a large proportion of obsolescent 
building, and has naturally claimed the 
larger share of attention in regard to 
redevelopment and improvement. The 
main feature of this is the provision of a 
wide central avenue leading from the rail- 
way station southward to Regent Circus, 
with its adjacent areas planned on more 
orderly lines to provide good sites for 
public and business buildings. Linked up 
with this is the site of “the Wilts and 
Berks canal, now out of use, which runs 
parallel to the railway and about a quarter 





* “Planning for Swindon.” Survey and Report 
by ‘W. R. Davidge, F.R.I.B.A., and Report by 
the Post-War Planning Sub-Committee, 1945. 
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of a mile to the south of it. This and 
the adjacent property, which is of poor 
quality, is proposed to’ be converted into 
open spaces, as is also some of the area 
around Eastcott Hill a little to the south 
of Regent Circus, where the houses are in 
bad condition. (See the plan for Central 
Redevelopment. ) 
The extension of the plan to a zone out- 
side the town boundaries is justified on 
several grounds. Certain areas within this 
zone are specifically allotted to various 
uses such as agriculture, statutory small 
holdings, open spaces, an aerodrome and 
other reservations, and the road develop- 
ment scheme has to fit in with the various 
allocations and proposals. The nearest 
scheme for a special motor road runs some 
distance to the south, but a road is pro- 
posed connecting Swindon with this at a 
point a little to the east of Marlborough 
on the line of an old Roman road; _ this 
joins another Roman road from Speen to 
«Cirencester, which is ‘n use as a main 
road and passes close to the Swindon aero- 
drome at S. Marston. ‘The ring road 
around the town and other supplementa 
routes in the neighbourhood seem well 
considered in view of the number of small 
towns and villages in and around this area, 
and the desirability of avoiding severances 
in the case of farms. 


Planning of Open Spaces. 

Some very attractive positions are avail- 
able for recreation grounds, parks and 
other reservations; if these are secured on 
the lines of the programme laid down, they 
will give Swindon an exceptionally favour- 
able standard in this respect, more par- 
ticularly towards the downland to the 
south and with Lydiard Park on the west. 
The addition to these of the open spaces 
to be provided on the fringes of the built- 
- area will give the town a very full 
allowance for recreative purposes, a 
viding for all the popular games, including 
a stadium and a good lake formed from 
Coate Water over half a mile in length. 

Returning to the question of the 
development of the northern part of the 
town, this has hitherto taken place in the 
form of four detached groups, and though 
a linking-up between two of these would 
be achieved by the proposed housing 
scheme between Rodbourne Cheney and 
Pinehurst Road, and while Ferndale Road 
forms a section of the intended ring-road 
circuit, it still looks as if something fur- 
ther might be done towards a more com- 
prehensive plan for the reorganisation of 
this area with a more dominant social and 
shopping centre than that indicated as 
part of the Pinehurst housing site. This 
would be better placed more to the south- 
east near, but not actually on, Ferndale- 
road as the most central position for the 
whole suburb, with emphasised approaches 
from all the built-up areas. Of course, the 
main official centre must remain as pro- 
posed in the southern town, but the 
northern part has a measure of detachment 
that demands a good subsidiary one in a 
carefully chosen position. 

The general scheme includes proposals 
for limited expansion in the nearer country 
towns, such as Wootton Bassett, Cricklade 
and Highworth, as well as what may be 
regarded as ‘‘ neighbourhood centres in the 
villages of Lydiard, Broad Blunsdon, 
Sevenhampton, Little Hinton and Burd- 
crop; these selections are mainly owing to 
the provision of factories and to other 
activities due to the war, which it would 
be uneconomic to abandon. Part of 
Lydiard Park and the mansion, which has 
considerable architectural merit, has 
already been purchased by Swindon Cor- 
poration, as one of the major open spaces 
around the town. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


The King v. Architects’ Registration 
Tribunal of Appeal, ex parte Wilfred 
Jaggar. 

To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sm,—In reporting in your issue of 
May 18 this action by the Borough En- 
ineer of Huddersfield against the Appeal 
Tribunal, it is obvious that owing to 
restrictions of space _ could not give 
the judgment oi Mr. Justice Lewis in full. 
In view of the importance to the profes- 
sion of the decision that the Architects’ 
Registration Council and the Appeal 
Tribunal have power to require a certain 
degree of skill from applicants claiming to 
be registered under the 1938 Act, I shall 
be much obliged if you can find space for 
the following extract from the judgment 
of Mr. Justice Lewis, in which the Court 
refused to disallow the definition of the 
words ‘‘ practising as an architect ’’ which 

has been adopted by the Tribunal :— 
‘‘In my opinion, the word ‘ architect’ 
must convey to anybody some degree of 
skill. There being nothing in the Act of 
Parliament to guide the Council as to the 
meaning of the word ‘ architect,’ it seems 
to me that the Legislature purposely— 
one can very well see the reason for it— 
left to the Council of Architects the task 
of deciding what the proper degree of 
skill, or what the proper qualification or 
qualifications were for a man who was 
entitled to be called a registered architect. 
There is no question that under this Act 
of Parliament the powers given to the 
Council are powers which might, and do, 
affect very much a man’s livelihood, Wat 
one can well see that: qualification in the 
profession of architect is an important 
matter, and one which is highly valued 
by architects themselves. In iny view. 
Parliament were saying you have got to 
impose such qualifications as you think 
right.”’ 
Sypney TATCHELL, 
Chairman, ‘Architects’ Registration 
Council of the U.K. 
London, W.1. 


The Term “ Altar.” 
To tue Epitor or The Builder. 

Srm,—As a constant reader of The 
Builder for many years, I am jealous for 
the accuracy of its terminology. If I, as 
a layman, were to use, for example, the 
word ‘“‘ banister,” I should feel myself 
duly corrected when my architect spoke 
of my “ baluster”’ or ‘‘ balustrade.’’ To 
put it shortly, let us ‘“‘ call a spade a 
spade.’”’ If a certain object is an altar, 
let us call it an altar; but if it is a table, 
then call it a table, especially when on 
holy ground, and let its name be subject. 
to and suggestive of its use. 

It has been well said that an altar is 
a place where peace is made, and a table 
is a place where peace is enjoyea. The 
same object cannot be both an altar and 
a table. 
The Builder of April 27 showed two 
objects to be seen in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
Both were described 1n wording presumably 
by Mr. W. Godfrey Allen, F.R.I.B.A. 
(Surveyor to the Fabric); one is called an 
altar, and the other an altar table; the 
first is modern, the other is antique, but 
both are for use in the Order of the 
Administration of the Lord’s Supper or 
Holy Communion. In that Order, as Mr. 
Albert Mitchell has shown in his article 
appearing in 7'he Builder of May 4, the 
term ‘‘ altar ’’ is not to be found, and he 
gives very good reasons why it should not 
be used; your correspondent, ‘‘ Church- 
warden,’’ in a letter in last. week’s issue, 
makes certain comments on the subject 


The illustrations appearing in. 
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which do not seem to me very. conclusive. 
What I think is now required is some ex- 
pression of opinion from members of the 
architectural profession which may in- 
fluence the profession, and through them 
the general public, in coming to a right 
decision on the matter. 

In the issue of 7’he Builder for May 11 


there appear illustrations of the new 
Coventry Cathedral, as p sed, and 1 
understand that the Cathedral is to be 


especially attractive to these who «re 
attached to churches not of the Anglican 
Communion. But I cannot imagine how 
any such persons will be attracted by such 
an object, placed under a baldachino, even 
if it is in a central position. To them 
it may be an altar, but certainly not a 


table. They have no use for an altar; 
neither (in my opinion) should the 
Anglican. 


It may interest your readers to know 
that for the recent euthronement of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury the Service 
paper used the term “High Altar” 
throughout, with one exception (see 
page 9, rubric, under the heading ‘‘ The 
Preparation ’’’). The exception, ‘‘ Holy 
‘fable,’ seemed tv me to prove the rule 
that the correct term must find its place 
when the most solemn and personal aspett 


of the Service is to be reached. To my 
mind the use of the correct term was a 
condemnation of the incorrect term, 
** altar.”” 


Diocesan READER (CANTERBURY). 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Case of General Pile. 


Before the House of Commons rose for 
the Whitsun recess the case of General 
Pile was again raised by LORD WINTER- 
TON, who discussed the responsibility of 
the Minister of Works for the appoint- 
ment of this officer and a brigadier, as 
well as a junior commander A.T.S. 
assistant at the Ministry of Works. | 

Mr. Sanpys said that times were not 
normal, the department needed rein- 
forcements, and he had been forced to 
seek for the men he wanted outside the 
ranks of the Civil Service. General Pile 
had all the qualifications for the post, 
although they were not technical. He 
accepted the view that the House of 
Commons had the right to ask for any 
explanation it thought proper, but he 
repeated and maintained that, by and 
large, it was undesirable that there 
should be discussions in the House on 
the merits and personal qualities of indi- 
viduals serving in Government Depart- 
ments. 


Release of Building Technicians. 


Mr. Motson urged the immediate 
release from the armed Forces of 
the technicians who were necessary to 
expedite the preparaticn of housing sites, 
There was at the present time a shortage 
of highly qualified personnel, and the 
Building Research Station at Watford was 
unable to obtain the release from the 
armed Forces of some of the men they 
urgently required. There should be some 
alterations in the present demobilisation 
policy of the Government. He urged that 
if the men when they were demobilised 
were to have houses it was essential that 
the release of the men who had been 
called up from the building industry 
should be expedited. He asked that Class 
B men in the building industry should 
be released, perhaps only temporarily, 
but at any rate released before the 
beginning of the release of Class A men, 
and as regards quantity, he asked the 
Government to think again and to depart 
from the principle laid down by the 
Minister of Labour the previous week 
that only 10 per cent. of the men in Class 
B could be released, 

Speaking on the question of building 
costs, Mr. Molson quoted a letter written 
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by Sir George Burt in which he said: 
“IT do not know of a material used in 
housing of which the selling price of 
manufacture is: not controlled by a com- 
bine, ring or other selling arrangement 
and generally speaking its distribution as 
well. My personal view is that in too 
many cases the selling price has no 
proper relation to the cost of production. 
If there are not too big profits, then there 
are too many.” 

Mr. BEVIN said that with regard to 
Class B, they proposed to release up to 
about 60,000 in the first year, mainly 
building trade operatives, in order to get 
housing going. They would be releasing 
more in Class A than they calculated 
originally, and that would increase the 
number available in Class B. The num- 
ber which would be available in the first 
six months would be rather higher, and 
as they had based the releases in Class B 
on 10 per cent., a larger number than 
they anticipated originally would be 
released in the first six months, largely 
owing to the six-week business, etc. The 
10 per cent. obviously increased more in 
Class B. Therefore, they had decided 
that over and above the numbers that 
they had allocated to building, they 
would allow, under Class B, 50 per cent. 
of the difference to be underground 
miners. 

So far as the Army was concerned, 
releases would start on June 18 and would 
proceed by release groups over fort- 
nightly periods. In this release every 
arrangement had been made to enable 
men from all theatres of war, including 
Burma, in the first release group to start 
being released on this date. The object 
was to transport the men back from the 
Far East, from Europe and home, and, 
in the Four: to release them at the same 
time. That was an attempt to ensure that 
because of the long distance they were 
away they. were not handicapped. 
Between June 18 and the end of August 
Groups 1 to 11 would begin to be released. 
Releases from the Navy and the Royal 
Air Force would start on June 18, and 
this applied equally to both the men and 
the women in the Forces. 


He could not give an accurate figure of 
the numbers who would be released 
because he did not know at present how 
many of these released groups would 
volunteer to remain in the Services. A 
good many would volunteer for occupa- 
tion purposes and were being given an 
opportunity to do that. The other thing 
one had to be careful about in promising 
numbers was that we did not know pre- 
cisely what would be our future commit- 
ments. Nothing would be done to prevent 
our full weight being brought to bear on 
Japan and we should have to maintain 
our Forces in Europe for some time. We 
could not begin to dissolve these great 
armies until we had begun to sort things 
out. The best forecast he could make 
was that up to the end of the year—he 
could not place it definitely—they hoped 
to release something like 750,000. If cir- 
cumstances changed, this figure might 
have to be revised. The 750,000 was Class 
A and Class B. The Government wished 
to build up a labour force in the building 
industry of 1,250,000, but he did not know 
how many builders he could get back 
from the war. They would get paid tfain- 
ing and at the end of 20 months would be 
passed out as journeymen. If he gave a 
special preference to the ex-Service men 
it would knock the bottom out of the 
scheme by the difficulties it would create 
between the two sets of men. 

After further debate, Mr. :McCorquo- 
DALE, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 
of Labour, said that the figure of 750,000 
men mentioned by Mr. Bevin as a likely 
target for release by the end of the year 
might, so far as the Army was concerned, 
bring the releases up to the middle of the 
20’s in the group system. Block releases 
under Class B would be confined to build- 
ing and ancillary workers with the excep- 
tion of a. small number of underground 
coal-miners. There would come out 
60,000 building operatives and 10,000 
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ancillary workers out of the first 100,000. 
That would be 10 per cent. of the Class A 
releases and they related to the first 
million releases of the armed Forces. 


Historic Buildings. 

Mr. Keetina asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning what. pro- 
gress he had made with the compilation 
of lists of buildings of special architec- 
tural or historic interest, in compliance 
with Section 42 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1944. 

Mr. A, JENKINS said that the Minister 
was considering the appointment of an 
Advisory Committee which was, in: his 
oy the necessary first step in giving 
effect to the provisions of the Section re- 
ferred to. 


INADEQUATE HOSPITAL 
SERVICES 


BUILDING PROGRAMME 
RECOMMENDED. 


Tue survey of hospital services initiated 
by the Minister of Health in 1941 has been 
completed, and a report on the existing 
provision in 1938, together with recom- 
mendations for future development i: 
London and the surrounding area by Dr. 
A, M. H. Gray and Dr: Andrew Topping, 
has recently been issued (Stationery Office, 
10s.). The area covered by the survey 
was the counties of Bedfordshire, Dorset, 
Essex, Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Kent, 
London, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex, and 
the Isle of Wight, with a small part of 
Berkshire and of Buckinghamshire. 

The report states that in quantity or in 
quality, or both, accommodation is 
deficient in every area, and a very large 
building programme will be needed to 
raise,the standard to an adequate level. 
But this question, it is urged, should be 
approached with circumspection, particu- 
faxly in the County of London itself, and 
any large-scale building programme should 
be proceeded with slowly. Priority should 
he given to the following major projects 
(apart from making good war damage and 
minor works of development) :— 


Kent.—Extensions to Canterbury; new 
hospital at Gillingham. 

Surrey.—New hospitals in Coulsdon- 
Purley and Woking; rebuilding and de- 
velopment at Kingston and Epsom. 

Hampsuire, Dorser, and Iste oF 
Wicut.—New hospital at Aldershot; ex- 
tension at Portsmouth and Southampton 
and Newport (I.W.); extensions of new 
hospital at SOK So rager 

IDDLESEX.—New hospital at Harrow; 
rebuilding at Hillingdon; extensions at 
Ealing; new hospital at Enfield. 

Essex.—New hospitals at Ilford-Barking, 
Colchester, and Wanstead. 

HERTFORDSHIRE.—New hospital or ex- 
tension at Watford. 

BeprorpsHire.—Extensions 
and Bedford. 

Lonpon.—New hospitals in Tooting and 
Sydenham. 


at Luton 


** The Newer Heat.Exhibition.”’ 


‘‘The Newer Heat Exhibition,” to 
demonstrate the advances in the design of 
solid fuel-burning appliances for domes- 
tie heating, cooking and hot-water supply 
brought about by recent research, will be 
held at the Building Centre, Conduit- 
street entrance, London, W.1, from June 
1-30. It has been organised by the Coal 
Utilisation Joint Council and will be open 
to the public on week-days from 10 a.m. 
to.7 p.m. The exhibition has been de- 
signed by Mr. Darcy Braddell, F.R.I.B.A., 
and Mrs, Braddell. 

The exhibition will be opened at a 
private view on May 31 by Major Gwilym 
Lloyd George, Minister of’ Fuel. 








418 


HOUSING IN THE WEST 
INDIES 


Hovsinc has become one of the largest 
and most pressing problems ‘of the West 
Indies, as elsewhere; conditions in tropi- 
cal countries do not demand the structural 
standards customary in the temperate 
climate of Great Britain; protection is 
needed from wind and rain, but not from 
cold, so there is not the same need to 
provide fully enclosed and well-insulated 
living space in addition to bedrooms. 
West Indian families spend a large part 
of their leisure time on verandahs or out 
of doors, so that with a good-sized 
covered porch the living-room is not much 
used except for meals, and if planned as 
an L-shaped room or with a recess is 
acceptable as a bed-sitting room, and thus 
a three-roomed house will suit families 
up to six in number. . It is generally 
assumed that if an area of 40 superficial 
feet per head (including children) is pro- 
vided, one room for every two persons 
will suffice, provided that those of oppo- 
site sexes above the age of ten can be 
separated, 

Houses may be of light construction 
and are ame in timber, of one storey 
only, with low-pitched roofs and ample 
window area, having a large proportion 
to open for natural ventilation. in hot 
weather : it is desirable to plan the rooms 
with openings on two sides to secure a 
through current of air, and. it is found 
comfortable to detach the kitchen offices 
from the main body of the house by an 
open lobby. One reason for the employ- 
ment of light construction may be found 
in the liability of the West Indies to 
earthquake shocks, and though the cir- 
cumstance might suggest the adoption of 
reinforced concrete, it does not appear 
that at present this would compete econo- 
mically with woodwork. 

The existing standard of housing is 
deplorably low; in the poorer parts of 
the towns and in many country districts 
houses are overcrowded, and frequently 
consist only of rusty corrugated iron and 
decaying timber. In many cases there is 
no floor, while water supply and sanita- 
tion are often unknown. 

In Trinidad, a Planning and Housing 
Commission was established in 1938 and 
has already carried out a number of slum- 
clearance and housing schemes involving 
an expenditure of nearly £200,000, and 
further schemes to the value of £100,000 
have since been authorised; Jamaica has 
also been active, but the other Colonies 
have not hitherto progressed as far as 
these two, though reports from housing 
committees in Barbados and _ British 
Guiana and a survey in St. Vincent show 
that the need for early action is realised. 

The West India Royal Commission has 
recommended that. powers should be taken 
to control the siting of new housing and 
the provision of water supply and sanita- 
tion, having also in view the balance be- 
tween urban and rural requirements ; that 
there should be authority to condemn and 
remove slums and bad housing; and that 
a programme for new houses should be 
initiated, having due regard to the 
various characteristics of all types of rural 
and urban demands. The passing of the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Act in 
1940 has made it possible to provide 
financial assistance to augment local 
funds, and to direct the administration of 
these, officers have been appointed as 
follows: (1) To advise on methods of 
building and types of houses; (2) to re- 
view town-planning programmes; and 
(3) there was to be added one or more 
to supervise the actual work of construc- 
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TYPE DESIGN FOR 


fion, but the latter, it was considered, 
could be embodied in the Public Works 
Department, which could direct work 
carried out either by direct labour, by 
contractors working under their direction, 
or by other methods, such as peasants, 
owner-occupiers or estate owners in rural 
areas, and by building societies or hous- 
ing associations in urban ones. 

The Commission had in mind the need 
for maintaining a balance between rural 
and urban housing, checking the drift to 
the towns, which in the West Indies, as 
in other parts of the world, is all too 
common a feature of the present age. It 
is necessary to improve conditions in rural 
areas so that there may be less induce- 
ment to leave agricultural pursuits and 
add to the overcrowding and slum condi- 
tions in the towns. It is found that a 
good deal can be done by helping rural 
dwellers to build new houses themselves 
or to enlarge or repair their existing ones. 
Housing on the scale required is far be- 
yond the present capacity of the available 
building technicians and artisans so that 


_any possible modes of reinforcing this 


must be accepted. 
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“ ROW ” HOUSING. 


Legislation, more or less on the lines 
commonly accepted by local authorities 
here, is required to operate the schemes ;, 
this legislation would set up a central 
authority, but it is not intended to delay 
the execution of urgent housing schemes 
pending such enactments. The main legis- 
lative changes would deal with land ac- 
quisition, housing and planning, health 
and density regulations; the immediate 
needs are laid down as an adequate defini- 
tion of the purposes for which land cam 
be compulsorily acquired, including hous- 
ing, provision for work to commence on 
vacant land, leaving compensation, etc., 
to be dealt with subsequently, and also 
measures to secure acquisition at a rea- 
sonable price. 

The proposals for planning likewise 
take forms somewhat similar to those in 


this country; in urban areas the “ neigh- 
bourhood unit’? varying from 500 to 
1,500 families, and including shops, 


schools, health, and community centres, is 
advocated. The idea of the precinct with 
open space, quiet service roads and lanes 
within the boundaries of the main traffic 
routes is accepted. In rural areas a 
variant of this form of plan may be 
found applicable to the housing for 
workers on a large estate where the’ pro- 
prietor makes himself responsible for the 
housing of them; elsewhere they more 
usually live as ‘‘ owner-occupiers”’ on 
plots of cultivated land, either detached 
or in village groups. There are also land 
settlements, and houses are needed for 
specialist workers on estates and for the 
old and poor who are no longer able to 
work. Of course, these variations intro- 
duce many complications in the general 
programme for housing which are set out 
in detail in the report on this subject 
recently issued.* 

Prefabrication need not be excluded for 
the types of house contemplated, as these 
would be of wood or some appropriate 
substitute, lightness in structure not being 
unsuited to the conditions. One point is 
stressed, namely, that the timber em- 
ployed must be pressure-treated against 
termite infestation before cutting, or 
surface-treated under supervision before 
assembly. 





* Housing in the West Indies. Development and 
Welfare Department Bulletin No. 13. Advocate Co., 
Bridgetown, Barbados. 30 cent. 
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asbestos cement sheets curved to a 9-ft. radius. 
are bolted together to form a continuous semi-circular vault, 
three sheets in span. 
crete curb which restrains the foot of the sheets and is raised 
on a brick wall to give additional height to the hut. The ends 
are supplied in prefabricated sectional units incorporating a 
door and two windows of a simple type in each end, The 
units are timber framed and covered with plaster-board inter- 
nally and felted plaster-board externally. 
assembled and held in position by metal hook-straps fitting 
in the roof corrugations. 
units and against the asbestos cement are flashed with strips 
of roofing felt. The hut is lined with flexible asbestos sheeting 
nailed to timber grounds held in place by the curve of the 
More than 3,000 U.S. Army engineers have been help- 
ing on 58 London sites where these houses are being erected. 
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SECTION AA. 





A CIVIL ENGINEERING 
EXHIBITION 


An ‘‘ Exhibition of Civil Engineering 
Achievements,” organised by the Federa- 


tion of Civil Engineering Contractors, 
was opened by Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
Minister of Works, at Charing Cross 
Underground Station last week. The 


purpose of the exhibition is to bring 
before as large. a public as possible some 
of the more notable achievements of the 
civil engineering industry over the past 
15 years (approximately), and also to 
endeavour to draw a line between civil 
engineering and building. The exhibition 
will be open daily from 9.30 a.m. to 7.30 
p.m. (Sundays, 2.30 p.m. to 7 p.m.) up to 
and including Sunday, June 17. 

On exhibition are some eighteen models 
showing various aspects of civil engineer- 
ing, such as a model of a sea-fort; a rein- 
forced-concrete floating dock; a bombard- 
ment tower; an open-cast coal model; a 
typical small railway siding layout, with 
approach, river-bridge, and main-line 
approach ; an airfield layout; a docks and 
harbour layout; an air-strip layout; cluster 
of sea-forts; dams, reservoirs and hydro- 
electrics; models of bulldozer, tractor 
scraper, dragline scrapers and automatic 
feed, crane and derricks. 

There are also numerous photographs 
further illustrating the above selected 


models and other civil engineering 
achievements. 
Mr. Brian Peake is the exhibition 


architect, and the construction of the ex- 
hibition was undertaken by Messrs. Beck 
& Pollitzer. Mr. Henry T. Holloway, 
President of the Federation, was present 
at the opening and introduced Mr. 
Duncan Sandys to the audience. 











FEDERATION OF CIVIL EN- 
GINEERING CONTRACTORS 


At the well-attended annual general 
meeting of the Federation of Civil En- 
gineering Contractors held in London on 
May 15, Mr. Henry T. Holloway was 
re-elected President for the ensuing year. 

Captain A. M. Holbein, Chairman of 
Council, on behalf of the members of the 
Federation, presented Mr. Holloway with 
his portrait in oils executed by Mr. James 
Gunn. Captain Holbein paid eloquent 
tribute to Mr. Holloway’s untiring efforts 
to promote the welfare of the industry 

In introducing the annual report, Mr. 
Holloway referred to the excellent relations 
established and maintained by the Federa- 
tion with the Government, the Trades 
Unions and other Federations, which had 
contributed materially to the smooth run- 
ning of the industry and had enabled it 
to play an important part in the country’s 
war effort. 

Captain Holbein reviewed in more detail 
the work of the Council in the past year 
and described the Council’s plans for the 
post-war structure of the industry and the 
industry’s potential for post-war work. 

At the first meeting of the new Council 
of the Federation held immediately after 
the annual general meeting, Brigadier J. L. 
French, C.B.E., T.D., D.L., was elected 
Chairman, and Mr. W. H. G. Roach, Vice- 
Chairman of the Council. 








PREFABRICATION 


HOUSING CENTRE “ BRAINS TRUST.” 
In connection with the exhibition of 
prefabricated houses recently held at 13, 
Suffolk-street, S.W.1, a ‘‘ Brains Trust’”’ 
assembled on Tuesday, April 24, and 
representatives of various firms who had 
exhibited posters answered questions on 
their own systems and on prefabrication 
generally. Miss J. Ledeboer presided. 

One question was : What is the function 
of the architect in designing prefabricated 
houses ? 

Tue CHarRMAN said this might be ex- 
pressed as—Should the designer of the 
houses be architect or engineer? 

Mr. Catona said the architect should 
be the designer of any prefabricated 
system. 

Mr. Yorke said that in the case of the 
prefabricated house the function of the 
architect was different from what it was 
when traditional methods were employed. 
Production and structural engineers be- 
came very important. 

Miss Densy said the engineers were not 
more important than the architect, but 
they were essential. The erection of pre- 
fabricated houses was team work. 

Another question was: How far does 
the prefabricator require to extend his 
operations to site work and layout? 

Miss Densy said she would think it 
essential to have someone in the team 
capable of seeing to site work and layout. 
If the units made in the factory were 
brought to the site without the whole 
question of site accommodation being 
thought out, the advantages gained in the 
factory would be lost on the site. 

Mr. SHEPHERD said that after the war 
the principal users of prefabricated 
systems would be housing authorities 
erecting subsidised houses. The work 
would be carried out under the local 
authority’s architect, who, if not capable 
of attending to site and layout, would 
make arrangements with an architect or 
town planner with experience who could 
do the job. 

Miss Densy said that in the prefabri- 
cated houses sponsored by the Government 
the units were ready long before the site. 
If one firm was responsible both for pre- 
paring the site and producing the compo- 
nent pieces of equipment the new houses 
would go up faster. 

The next question was : How soon after 
going into production can you erect the 
-first houses—excluding demonstration 
houses ? 

Mr. Carona said the Orlit system could 
start straight away, and he thought from 
four to six weeks would be sufficient to 
get the houses on the site. 

Mr. Hurpitcn said that in the case of 
the Howard house there was no reason 
for any delay. The materials were avail- 
able and a start could be made at once. 
But the houses could not be built with- 
out licences to get materials and erect. 

Mr. Finptay said the Unity house used 
a great deal of concrete. Like Mr. Catona 
he could say that his firm could do the 
work in from four to six weeks; but of 
reinforced concrete columns not properly 
matured one in a thousand might crack 
and cause people to condemn the house. 
To go right ahead with houses now would 
require six months for production. When 
ready it would take three months to pro- 
duce the first house. After that it would 
be a question of the number of moulds and 
labour available. 

THE CHAIRMAN : What size and kind of 
factory units do you propose to erect to 
produce prefabricated houses? 

Mr. Yorke said that with a steel-frame 
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house the frame would be produced in 
one factory and sheeting material in an- 
other. Probably existing factory space 
would be used as it became available and 
as war contracts came to an end. 

Mr. SHEPHERD said that obviously with 
standardisation and mass production on a 
large scale it would take much longer to 
set up machinery and get production. 
Storage was a great difficulty—if you pro- 
duced components in different places you 
must allow for storage. The maturing of 
concrete must also be allowed for. 

Mr. Brown said very few people in the 
room had any idea of the magnitude of 
the problem. It was not a question of 
putting up one factory, it was a question 
of how many hundreds of factories would 
be wanted. He had heard 950. It was 
not a question of production only but of 
storage, because it was practically im- 
possible to co-ordinate every component 
of the house in such a way that it could 
be sent at once to the site. One section 
of the factory would outstrip another. 
Beyond that there was the difficulty of 
transport, and this would continue for a 
long time, especially as many of the sys- 
tems required special transport—i.e., large 
lorries to carry large sections. To produce 
a large number of houses in one centre 
would be a problem. There must be de- 
centralisation of production. Require- 
ments would be scattered over different 
parts of the country, and it was to be 
presumed some sort of control would be 
exercised over the location of factories. 
The Government plan would be to locate 
these strategically in the areas where the 
demand was greatest, also to have regard 
to the factories which would become 


redundant after the war effort. 
Among other questions discussed was 
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one: Does prefabrication result in reduc- 
tion of cost in relation to houses of normal 


Mr. Catona said that obviously mass- 
production should be of some advantage in 
traditional methods. Once you started 
producing tens of thousands of units it 
must be cheaper than making them one 
at a time. 

Miss Densy asked, Did it not depend 
on what quality was meant by normal 
construction? She thought if you took 
house for house and quality for quality, 
the prefabricated house poe A give better 
value for the same money. 

In reply to a remark by the CuarrMan, 
Mr. Brown said the leaving out of essen- 
tial screws in the erection of prefabricated 
houses was a very real problem. He had 
seen a complete roof without a single 
screw in it. But not all systems depended 
on screwing up. Steel would be bolted 
together, and it was not so easy to 
eliminate a bolt as to eliminate a screw, 
or drive it home with a hammer. 

Mr. SHEPHERD said the elimination of 
screws might happen with traditional pro- 
duction. Screws were very important in 
aircraft production, and the Ministry had 
arranged a system of checking at each 
stage. 

Mr. Brown asked if the economy of 
materials produced by prefabrication was 
not an advantage? 

Miss Densy said many acoustic experts 
said the only real insulation against sound 
was mass. We had to be certain that the 
materials used, besides being of less 
weight, were doing the job. 

Mr. Catona’said we were hardly likely 
to get materials of very low conductivity 
and very low specific gravity for normal 
pre-war construction. There was a wider 
choice of materials for the prefabricated 
house, and for this reason you could get 
more comfort for the same first cost. 

A member of the audience pointed out 
that comfort depended largely on the heat- 
ing system. If a good system was not 
used, low thermal conductivity of walls 
was not much use. 

Tue CHArRMAN said that at the moment 
various systems of prefabrication were 
heing allowed a pre-production run with 
the view of giving firms interested the 
opportunity of getting questions as to 
methods, materials, factory space and 
other details calculated. This would help 
solve the question of cost. 

Another point raised. was whether the 
troops were being informed about pre- 
fabrication. 

Mr. SHEPHERD said he had been asked 
three times to give talks to the Education 
Officers attached to various Army groups. 
lie had also addressed the troops them- 
selves. 

Miss Sotomon (Secretary of the Hous- 
ing Centre) said, with regard to the 
present exhibition, she had been asked to 
send fifteen sets, each of twenty-five 
posters, to the Navy and twelve sets to 
the R.A.F. She had been asked also for 
forty sets, each of twelve posters, for the 
Army Bureau. 


An Experimental Workshop. 

In expectation of an early revival of 
the building trade, the Zinc Development 
Association has established an _ experi- 
mental workshop at Oxford fitted with the 
most modern equipment, in order to 
assist architects and builders in con- 
structing practical models of _ their 
designs and to provide them with the 
necessary facilities for trying out and 
developing new ideas before completing 
details of the finished job. Inquiries 
about this service should be addressed to 
the Association at Lincoln House, Turl- 
street, Oxford (tel.: 47988). 
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INDUSTRIAL RECORD, 
1919-1939 


Messrs. Capsury Bros., in this very 
clear and explicit analysis of their opera- 
tions during the above period,* deal with 
many of the vital problems confronting 
industrialists to-day, including questions 
affecting efficiency in planning and utilisa- 
tion of buildings, and in the arrangement 
of plant and services. Methods of co- 
operation between the management and 
employees are discussed, and also schemes 
for comprehensive educational facilities 
which have led the way to rapid assimila- 
tion for those entering service in the con- 
cern and to improved employer-employee 
relations, which latter are encouraged by 
the organisation of works councils with 
committees dealing with numerous wel- 
fare matters, such as health, recreation, 
profit-sharing, etc., on which women have 
practically an equal. representation with 
men. 

Though nearly all the aspects of pro- 
duction and distribution are dealt with 
in a manner calculated to arrest the 
attention and to evoke thoughtful study, 
a large proportion of these fall outside 
the range of questions suitable for discus- 
sion in these columns, and it is only prac- 
ticable to make a selection of such as bear 
some relationship to planning and build- 
ing activities. The Bournville factory 
was started some sixty years ago, being 
for a long time mainly housed in one- 
and two-storey buildings, eventually cover- 
ing some thirty acres, but since 1919 new 
five- and six-storey buildings have been 
added, partly replacing the original ones, 
with wider floor space and higher floors, 
as it has been found that these were 
required by new methods in economical 
production. During the twenty years 
under review, output per worker in 
various classes of production has been 
increased by 150 to 200 per cent. and cost 
reduced by over 60 per cent. Offices were 
also rebuilt, and here the introduction of 
machines made the question of noise im- 
portant; noise measurement.and methods 
of noise abatement have received close 
study. 

One phase of the rebuilding programme 
deserves attention; as the factory gradu- 
ally extended, the demand for power had 
been met by the construction of succes- 
sive power-stations, so that in 1919 there 
were six in all. These were individually 
efficient units working on the ‘“* back 
pressure’’ system to provide power and 
heat. Then it was decided to replace 
these by the present central power-station 
by reason of the improved methods of 
insulation for steam pipes. Previously, 
most of the‘electric power required had 
been generated by steam and producer-gas 
engines; with centralisation it was found 
more economical to generate only such 
electricity as was produced in providing 
a sufficient supply of low-pressure steam 
and to purchase the remainder. The con- 
sumption has risen from 600,000 to 
15,000,000 units per annum. 

Of the milk-condensing factories, three 
are located on rivers and one on a canal, 
water being required for cooling purposes. 
Delivery of the firm’s products is by means 
of the railways to 17 main stations in 
various parts of the British Isles, and 
thence by road services provided under 
contract; the firm no longer holds any 
plant of their own for transport purposes. 

With the extensive introduction of 
mechanical production it has been neces- 





* Industria] Record, 1919-1939. Cadbury Brvs., 
Ltd., Bournville. 
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TIMBER EXHIBIT AT THE BUILDING CENTRE. The above view shows the 
new timber exhibit of the Timber Development Association which has just 


been completed at the Building Centre. 
woods in walls and floor. 


It embodies examples of many attractive 


A feature of the exhibit is an urban panorama which 


is intended to show how largely timber enters into the construction of a city. 
Above this is a range of photographs showing some of the more modern uses 
and adaptations of timber. 


sary at various times to reduce employ- 
ment, but this has been skilfully managed 
to create as little hardship as possible by 
various expedients, such as a five-day 
week, transfer between departments, and 
arrangements for work outside the fac- 
tory. Employment is now practically 
equal to that at any previous date, though 
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the output has risen, as previously men- 
tioned. 

A few words must. be added on the 
educational programme at Bournville: 
both boys and girls attend an initiation 
school for the first week, to introduce 
them to industry and give them a picture 
of the business. Instruction is given in 
works rules, safety precautions, cleanli- 
ness, health, and wages; the girls are also 
tested in intelligence and dexterity, to 
determine the kind of work for which 
each is suitable. All young employees 
attend a day continuation school until 18. 
Four other firms co-operate in this, and 
the curriculum is controlled by the local 
education authority; the cost to the firm 
of this school is about £11 10s. per annum 
per student, or £2 10s. per head of all 
employees. There are also facilities and 
grants for attendance at Birmingham’s 
technical and commercial colleges, besides 
other opportunities for securing a balanced 
outiook and building up character. Great 
importance is attached to maintaining 
avenues of promotion for those who have 
done particularly well in their training 
and show a faculty for initiative. 


M.O.H. Loans. 

The Ministry of Health have sanctioned 
the following loans during the quarter 
ended March 31, 1945, to Local Authori- 
ties in England and Wales: Housing, 
£1,683,125; Municipal Services (including 
clinics, sanatoria and mental hospitals), 
£377,690; Swimming Pools, playing fields, 
recreation grounds, open spaces, etc., 
£2,226; Water Supply, £355,793; Disposal 
of Waste Products (sewerage and sewage 
disposal and refuse destruction), £95,871; 
Education Services (including libraries 
and museums), £31,213; Roads and 
Bridges (including private street works), 
£27,555; and Other Services (including 
loans to defray contributions, etc., under 
War Damage Act, 1943), £42,585; a total of 
£2,616,058. ; 








BOOK REVIEWS 


Building Science for Students of Archi- 
tecture and Building. Volume I. By 
A. BEESON, A.R.I.B.A. The 
English Universities Press, Ltd. Price 
21s. net. 

The need for adopting, in post-war 
building, new methods of construction and 
of using new materials that cannot be 
judged over a long period brings a respon- 
sibility on the part of the architect to 
understand fully the results of the 
accelerated tests which furnish the data 
concerning such methods and materials. In 
this way he will be able to judge rightly 
between the competing claims of alterna- 
tive methods submitted by specialists 
and consultants. If this is to be done 
successfully the architect must have a 
sound scientific background and an under- 
standing of the methods of testing mate- 
rials, While the publications of the 
Building Research Station are freely avail- 
able, many architects will require assist- 
ance in understanding them, which can be 
obtained from the many books on building 
science, 

A notable addition to these books is 
‘“ Building Science,”’ by A. G. Geeson, 
A.R.I.B.A. The book is arranged in 
three sections, Materials, Structures and 
Equipment, to comply with the recom- 
mendations of the R.1.B.A. Architectural 
Education Committee on the Teaching of 
Building Science. In each section suffi- 
cient elementary work is included to ex- 
plain fundamental principles, particularly 
in illustrating the experimental nature of 
the work. These are amplified by 
examples of the application of these prin- 
ciples in building practice, illustrated by 
well-drawn diagrams. The book is in- 
tended for students of architecture and 
building, for whom it is well suited; it 
would also be a useful addition to the 
library of the practising architect. 


Building Construction. Volume II (136 


pp.) and Volume III (148 pp.). B 
W.. B. McKay, M.Sce.Tech., Mi 
Struct.E. Longmans, Green & Co. 


Price 9s. each volume. . 

These two volumes are a continuation 
of Building Construction, Volume I, by 
the same author, published in 1938, and 
are of the same high standard. Volume II 
deals with brickwork, drainage, masonry, 
and mild-steel roof trusses; Volume III 
deals with carpentry, joinery, and roof 
coverings. In each section alternative de- 
tails of construction are given of work 
suitable for a second-year course in build- 
ing construction. 

The author has considered the difficul- 
ties of writing a text-book during the 
present time of changes in constructional 
methods, and has included examples of 
both traditional and contemporary con- 
struction. He also gives details of con- 
struction which, while not yet obsolete, 
are obsolescent. The work is well illus- 
trated by excellent drawings to large 
scale. All the examples given are well 
designed, but the introduction of “rules 
of proportion’ in the masonry section is 
perhaps out of place in a work on con- 
struction. 

Building materials are treated very 
fully, much of the work being beyond the 
scope of second-year students, and such 
that is included in building science in the 
normal technical school syllabus. Its in- 
clusion does, however, indicate that the 
study of materials and construction is 
inseparable, The illustrations, notably 
those showing the machinery used in the 
conversion of timber and stone and the 
diagrammatic layout of a cement works. 
will be of great value to teachers and 
students. 


THE BUILDER 


The homework programmes at the end 
of each volume will be of assistance to 
teachers, and perhaps the two volumes 
will have their greatest value as a refer- 
ence book for teachers. The many alter- 
native forms of construction given and 
the amount of work included for refer- 
ence only may confuse the elementary 
student. 

These volumes can be confidently 
recommended, and one looks forward to 
the publication of ‘Volume IV, now in 
course of preparation. AGB! W: 


Planning and Reconstruction, 1944-45. 


dvisory Editor, F. J. Ossorn. 
London: Todd Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Price 21s. 


This is an annual reference book that 
should be of interest and value to all con- 
cerned with developments in planning and 
reconstruction. In addition to numerous 
special articles by experts on various 
aspects of towu and country planning at 
home and abroad and on associated sub- 
jects, it contains in sectionised form much 
information in regard to British planning 
and other authorities, a directory of 
Government Departments and _ other 
organisations, a Who’s Who in Plan- 
ning, and a number of excellent carica- 
tures, by Sallon, of leading personalities 
in the planning movement. 


Timber; Its Properties, Pests and Preserva- 


tion. By Dr. F. Y. Henperson. Pp. 
148. Illustrated. Crosby Lockwood, 
Ltd. Price 10s. 6d. net. 


The first edition of this book was pub- 
lished in 1939, and its reprint indicates 
that it achieved the success it deserved. 
War-time restrictions have led to a closer 
spacing of type and a consequent reduction 
in the number of pages; but, in fact, the 
text has been lengthened, and there are 
two additional illustrations. These addi- 
tions are concerned with metal connectors 
(of the ‘‘ Teco’’ type, etc.) for jointing 
timber, and recent improvements in the 
manufacture of plywood, which has made 
reat strides even since the war began. 
Methods of high-frequency heating for set- 
ting the glue are briefly described, and a 
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few items have been added to the biblio- 
graphy. Apart from these details and 
references to the present interruption of 
the timber trade and to British Standards 
for the grading of timber, the text of the 
book appears to be unaltered; and the 
splendid series of illustrations, including 
many micro-photographs of timber struc- 
ture, is admirably reproduced, 


Teach Yourself Building. General Editor, 
E. G. Wartann, M.I.Struct.E. Con- 
structional Details by D. E. Wartanp. 
Brickwork by &. L._ Bratey, 
M.R.San.I. Roofing by J. Lez. Eng- 
lish Universities Press, Ltd. Price 3s. 
each. 

These three volumes are the first in the 
‘Teach Yourself Building ’’ series, which 
aims at assisting those desirous of acquir- 
ing information concerning _ building 
methods without taking the place of recog- 
nised text books. 

In the general editor’s foreword, refer- 
ence is made both to the needs of building 
students and the needs of laymen in study- 
ing the series. Just as the foreword indi- 
cates that the authors are not quite clear 
for whom the works are intended, so the 
books go too fully into some matters for 
laymen and not fully enough for the needs 
of building students. 

The books are well written and clearly 
illustrated, although it is felt that uni- 
formity of draughtsmanship throughout 
would be advantageous. It is a series that 
will prove very useful and, at the modest 
price, attractive. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


BRICKWORK FOR APPRENTICES. By J. C. 
Hodge. (London : Edward Arnold & Co.) 
Price 6s. net. 

Buitping Laws, By-Laws anp Reav- 
LaTions. By B. Price Davies. (Cardiff : 
The Building Estimator Publications.) 

Costinc ror Bumpers. 4th Ed. Re- 
vised. By Wm. A. Smith, F.C.W.A. 
(London : Moore’s Modern Methods, Ltd.) 
Price 5s. net. 

Wuen Iretanp Buitps Again.  (Ire- 
land: The Architectural Association of 
Ireland.) Price 1s. 

THE New Buitpers’ HanpBook oN 
BrickKWoRK AND DrainacGe. By E. J. 
Ward and A. Vollor. (London: George 
Allen & Unwin, Ltd.) Price 5s. net. 

CHoose Your Kircuen. By Adie Bal- 
lantyne. (London: Faber & Faber, Ltd.) 
Price 5s. net. 

Art AND Everyman. By Hervey 
Adams. (B. T. Batsford.) Price 1s. 

THe Renovusine or Britain. By John 
Madge. (London: The Pilot Press, Jutd.) 
Price 4s. 6d. net. 

THE Woop From THE TREES. By 
Richard Jefferies. (London: The Pilot 
Press, Ltd.) Price 9s. 6d. 

An Intropuction to Som MECHANICS. 
By W. Lowe-Brown, M.Inst.C.E. (Lon- 
don: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 4s. 6d. net. 

DrrecTory OF QUARRIES, CLAYWORKS 
AND LAND AND GRAVEL Pits, Etc. 10th 
Ed. (London: The Quarry Managers’ 
Journal, Ltd.) Price 6s. net. 

Hovusinc Brerore THE WaR AND AFTER. 
2nd Ed. By M. J. Elsas. (London: 
Staples Press, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. net. 

How Sxuovtp We Resvirp Lonpon? 
By C. B. Purdom (Letchworth; J. M. 
Dent & Sons, Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. net. 

More ADVANCED QvuANTITY SURVEYING. 
3rd Ed. revised. By A. J. Willis, F.S.I. 
(London: Crosby Lockwood and Son, 
Ltd.) Price 25s. net. 

THe Town anp Country 
Act, 1944. By H. A. Hill, M.A. 
(London: Butterworth and Co. (Pub- 
lishers), Ltd.) Price 10s. 10d. post free. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


An Aluminium Exhibition. 


The Aluminium Development Associa- 
tion (of which the Hon. Geoffrey Cunliffe 
is president) is sponsoring an Important 
Aluminium Exhibition which will open 
at Selfridge’s on May 30. Seven-fold ex- 
pansion of the industry during the war 
calls, it is stated, for new and extended 
uses for aluminium and its alloys, and 
many new applications in housing, furni- 
ture and interior decoration will be re- 
vealed for the first time at this exhibition. 


Structural Steelwork Tables. 


Two first-rate books of tables for the 
design of structural steel have appeared. 
The one published by the United Steed 
Companies, Ltd., from 17, Westbourne- 
road, Sheffield 10, is a new and enlarged 
edition, which has been brought- com- 
pletely up to date. It may justly be 
termed a constructional engineer’s com- 
pendium. It is bound in limp leather 
and priced at £1 1s. but the firm is 
presenting comphimeniars copies to re- 
sponsible members of firms interested 
in the use of steelwork. The other book 
is the 7th edition of Fleming Brothers’ 
section book. Of pocket size (3 in. by 
4 in.) it contains the usual features but 
also some novel data, i.e., safe loads for 
beams not tied laterally on the top 
flange, and also tables of inertias of 
given plate girder parts. The welding 
section gives some new data on Portal 
frames design, both in accordance with 
B.S.S. and Codes of Practice require- 
ments. Applications should be = ad- 
dressed to 49, Bath Street, Glasgow, C2. 


Codes on Gas Installations. 


The Codes of Practice Committee 
have issued for comment the drafts of 
four codes (Building series) on Gas In- 
stallations: Code 3,421, Installation of 
Gas Service pipes. Code 3.4211, Gas 
metering and consumers control. Code 
3.422 Gas installation pipes. Code 3.4233, 
Space heating by means of independent 
gas appliances (Single Family Dwell- 
ings). These have been prepared by 
a committee convened by the Institution 
of Gas Engineers, and it is hoped that 
their wide circulation will result in use- 
ful comments by all interests concerned 
in the supply and use of gas. Any com- 
ments received will be carefully con- 
sidered before the final revision of the 
codes, with a view to making these as 
comprehensive and accurate as possible, 
and so inereasing the standard of effi- 
ciency in the field of work to which 
they will be applied. Copies may be 


obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 28, Victoria-street, London, 
$.W.1. (Price 2s. each.) 


The Roads Improvement Association. 
Presiding at the 57th Annual General 


Meeting of the Roads Improvement 
Association recently, Mr. Rees Jeffreys 
urged that roads should be ways of 


safety and pleasantness as well as ade- 
quate for traffic circulation. The reten- 
tion of existing beauty is essential, but 
the development of new amenities is 
equally important. ‘“‘ Preservation and 
“Oreation’’ must receive equal atten- 
tion in all reconstruction and new works. 
Col. O'Gorman emphasised the saving in 
fuel consumption obtainable by a 
modernised road system in addition to 
the elimination of costly time wastage 
and danger. The promises of more and 
extended Social Services was referred to 
by Mr. J. S. Killick, who said that an 
adequate road system was the most im- 
portant of them all and fundamental to 
all development of industry, commerce 
and social life. The Association’s post- 
war policy comprises a Ten-Year Pro- 
gramme for the Remodelling and 
Modernisation of our Road System, de- 
tails of which can be obtained from the 
General Secretary—Mr. Wallace E. Riche, 
23, Warwick-road, Southall, Middlesex. 
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Kitchen Needs in N.W. Area. 

A report on post-war kitchen needs in 
the North-West area of England has 
been prepared by the North-West Eng- 
land and North Wales Area of the 
British Electrical Development Associa- 
tion. It is based on a questionnajre 
which drew nearly 4,000 replies. A copy 
is obtainable from 1, Dickinson-street 
West, Manchester 2. 


London Master Plasterers’ Association. 


The forty-sixth annual general meeting 
of the London Master Plasterers’ Associa- 


tion was held at 47, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1, a short time ago. Mr. John 
Sullivan, chairman and managing 


director of John Sullivan (Plasterers), 
Ltd., was elected president for the second 
year in succession. Mr. W. J. B. Clark, 
director of Clark and Fenn, Ltd., and 
Mr. W. J. Bell, director of Pollock Bros. 
(London), Ltd., were elected senior and 
junior vice-presidents, respectively. A 
condition of membership of the Associa- 
tion is that all members must be, and are, 
ordinary members of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, the object of this 
being to create as far as possible the 
closest friendly relationship in the in- 
dustry. The president and vice-president 
were appointed to represent the Associa- 
tion on the Council of the London Master 
Builders’ Association. 


TRADE NEWS 


Change of Name: 
Duresco Products, Ltd. 

After seventy-one years of progressive 
trading the manufacturers of “ Duresco”’ 
have changed the name of the company 
from the Silicate Paint Co., J. B. Orr and 
Co., Ltd., to that of Duresco Products, 
Limited, the factory still being at Charl- 
ton, §.E.7.. Duresco, the company’s prin- 
cipal product is so well known to 
architects and decorators throughout 
+his country and overseas that it was 
felt to be in everyone’s interest that 
the cumbersome old name of the company 
should be changed. Tint books, litera- 
dure and price lists, etc., are available 
an request to Duresco Products, Ltd., 
Charlton, S.E.7. 
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HOUSE BUILDING 
NATIONAL FEDERATION 
REPRESENTATIONS TO M.O.H. 
InpivipuaL builders who have building 
sites available, and in many cases prepared 
for the erection of houses similar to those 
to be built. by local authorities, should be 

free to build them. 

That is the representation the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
is now making to the Ministry of Health 
following its recent circular to local autho- 
rities announcing that the Minister is pre- 
pared to consider applications from local 
authorities for permission to seek tenders 
as and when sites become ready for the 
erection of houses. 

In an official letter to the Secretary of 


the Ministry of Health, the National 
Federation says :— 
“The Ministry is aware that many 


builders have sites ready for the erection 
of houses of the sizes described in that 
circular letter but intended to be developed 
by private enterprise. I am to ask that 
the Minister will extend similar treatment 
to private enterprise in respect of these 
sites to that to be given to local authori- 
ties.”’ 

The National Federation would like the 

Minister to go further. They would like 
him, if he agrees that individual builders 
should be put in the same position as local 
authorities, to consider issuing a circular 
letter to local authorities recommending 
the approval of applications by builders 
for the development of their sites. 
_ A favourable response is expected, for 
in his latest speech on housing Mr. 
Willink, the Minister, said that only by 
giving some of the work to private builders 
could a sufficient number of houses be built 
to meet the present housing shortage. and 
that he hoped shortly to introduce a Bill 
{o put private builders in a position to 
start early to make a contribution to the 
housing problem 


BUILDING HOLIDAYS 
IN LONDON 


Ho.ipays for building trade operatives 
in the London area are again to be “‘ stag- 
gered’ this summer. That is the advice 
of the London Regional Joint Committee 
following its May meeting. Holidays 
should be taken before October 31, and 
not more than 25 per cent. of the workers 
should be away in any one week. Provin- 
cial workmen desiring to take their week’s 
holiday this year at the same time as 
their periodic leave falls due should be 
given facilities to do so. The decision of 
the Regional Joint Committee on this sub- 
ject is as follows :— 

Contractors be advised that wherever 
possible the week’s holiday for provincial 
workmen employed in the London district 
should be arranged to be taken when the 
man’s periodic leave falls due, or if neces- 
sary the periodic leave be adjusted as may 
be necessary, provided no man sent over 
60 miles receives more than two leaves in 
twelve weeks or three leaves in eighteen 
weeks. 

Changed Billets. 

The London Regional’ Joint Committee 
also considered the position of provincial 
workmen employed in London whose 
billets had been changed. It resolved :— 

In cases where the allotted ‘billet for 
provincial workers employed upon war 
damage repairs in the London district is 
changed, the current allotted billet shall 
be regarded as the point for measuring 
the distance for fixing the travelling 
allowance payable under London Working 
Rule 6. : 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1945. 
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t Plus 2d. per working day. 
§ Joi Plumbers, 


¢ Plasterers 2/14. 
Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 


4] Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/7}. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/6}. 


Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the 
to carry out work other 


country the rate of wages for women engaged on craft processes is 1/74 per hour. Women introduced 
craft processes, 1/4 per hour. 
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WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 


PERCENTAGE ADDITIONS IN 
COST PLUS CASES. 

Tue War Damage Commission announces 
that, after consultation with the Nationai 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
it has agreed to extend to £100,000 the 
charges for war damage repair to which 
the sliding scale of percentage additions in 
cost plus cases set out in paragraph 35a 
(fee on builder’s direct work) of R.O.D.1 
shall apply. With its additions the scale 
will now read :— 


: Percentage 
Prime Cost. Addition. Minimum Fee. 
Per cent. £ 6 
5-100 25 a 
101-500 223 25 0 0 
501-1,000 20 112 10 0 
1,001-2,500 174 200 0 0 
2,501-5,000 15 437 10 O 
5,001-12,000 124 750 0 0 
12,001-25,000 12 1,500 0 0 
25,001—50,000 12 — 
50,001—75,000 114 6,000 0 0 
75,001-—100,000 11 8,265 0 0 


It should be noted that in all cases 
where the prime cost is likely to exceed 
£100,000 the Commission’s Regional Office 
should be consulted. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


BARGEDDIE.—Plans to be prepared for 66 
houses, for which the architect is William Watt, 
Albert-st., Motherwell. 

'DUMBARTONSHIRE.—Plans in hand for 
dining accommodation, etc., at Whiteinch 
Public school, for which the architect is John 
McNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Dean of Guild Court granted 
permission to Housing Department of Glasgow 
Corporation to proceed with erection of 42 four- 
apartment houses at Barrowfield, at £44,000. 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for church halls 
and other offices, for the Church of Scotland, 
at Penilee, for which the architects are Aber- 
crombie & Steel Maitland, 1, County-pl., Paisley; 
plans prepared for alterations and additions at 
properties, Cogan-st., Pollockshaws, for which 
the architects are Campbell & Hislop, 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
MAY 28. 

+Birmingham T.C.—Erection of 200 houses. 
Contract No. 4. Kents Moat and Lea Hall 
estates. H. J. Manzoni, City E. and S., Council 
House. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by June 22. 

JUNE 1. 

Alton R.D.C.— Erection of public con- 
veniences at Bordon, A. E. Bennett, §., 19, 
Lenten-st., Alton, Hants. Dep. £2 2s. 

Solihull U.D.C.—Rebuilding 4 houses. C. R. 
Hutchinson, A.M.Inst.C.E., E. and S&S. 90. 
Station-rd. Dep. £2 2s 

Atcham R.D.C.—Erection of 2 houses at Lee- 
botwood. §8., 24, St. John’s-hill, Shrewsbury. 

JUNE 16 (Extended Date). 

Huntingdon R.D.C.—Erection of 2 pairs of 
permanent houses at King’s Ripton. E. B. 
Parkinson, Montague House, Huntingdon. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 16. 


*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Erection of 13 pairs of 
permanent houses. E. B. Parkinson, Montague 
House, Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 
MAY 30. 
tisle of Ely C.C.—Internal redecoration of 
Girls’ High School, March. County A., County 
Hall, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 27. 
tisle of Ely C.C.—Internal redecoration at 
Girls’ High School, March. R. D. Robson (A.), 
County A., County Hall, March, Cambs. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by June 27 
MAY 31. : 
Ashton-under-Lyne.—Interior decorating at 
Market Hall and exterior painting of roof. J. 
Lowe, Housing Manager, 63, Warrington-st., 
Ashton. 
Salford T.C.—Painting werk at schools. D. 
of E., Ed. Office, Chapel-st. 
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“THE BUILDER.” 
PRICES AND WAGES 


Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright “Prices Current of Materials” 
will be given in the first issue of each 
month only. Current changes will be 
given weekly as they occur. Rates of 
wages normally appear each week. 











JUNE 1. 
West Bromwich E.C.—Internal painting at Art 
School and Kendrick Technical College, and ex- 
— painting at Higher Education Buildings. 


JUNE 5. aha 
Darlaston U.D.C.—External painting of 270 
and 207 houses in various parts. S. 


JUNE 11, 
Leeds T.C.—Exterior and interior painting at 
Killingbeck Infectious Diseases Hospital. 


Superintendent of Works and Buildings, 125, 
Beckett-st., Leeds, 9. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AY 31. 
Alton U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Chester-le-Street T.C.—Construction of roads 


-_ sewers. Architect and Estate 8. Dep. 
2 2s. 
Droitwich T.C.—Tar spraying. B.S. 
JUNE 1. 
Luton T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 2. 


Bridgwater T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers at Bath-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kidderminster T.C.—Construction of roads 
a sewers at Sutton Park-rd. B.E., 110, Mill- 
st. 
Lowestoft T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers, No. 1 housing site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 4, 

Hendon 8.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers, Contract Works No. 542. B.E. and §. 
Dep. £5. - ‘ 

Romford T.C.—Construction of Highfield-rd. 
(Contract No. 1.) B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 6, 

Cardiff T.C.—Construction of roads 
sewers at Fairwater. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Croydon C.B.—Construction of roads and 
sewers at The Lawns and Convent housing 
estates. B.E. Dep. £5. 

Mansfield Woodhouse U.D.C.—Construction of 
roads and sewers. L. Walker, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., 
S., Manor House. Dep. £2 2s. 

Sutton Coldfield T.C.—Construction of roads 
and sewers on various sites. B.S. Dep. £1 ls. 
JUNE 7. 
Weston-super-Mare T.C. — Construction of 

roads and sewers. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


and 














The Leading Office for 


Contract 


Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 
MOTOR 


Etc. Etc. 








Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, £.C.2 
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JUNE 9. 
Louth T.C.—Construction of roads and sewers. 
B.S. and Water E. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 8. 
Abergavenny T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 


JUNE 11. | 
Adlington U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers on two small estates. Bradshaw Gass 
and Hope, 19, Silverwell-st., lton. Dep. £1. 
Faversham T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Gosport T.C.—Construction of 
sewers. B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 
Grimsby T.C.—Construction 
sewers. B.E. and 8. Dep. £5. 
Milford Haven U.D.C.—Construction of roads 
and sewers. E. and 8. Dep. £5. 


roads and 


3s. 
of roads and 


JUNE 16. | 

Stevenage U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. E. and §. Dep. £2 

JUNE 30. 

Tynemouth C.B.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. B.S., 19/20, Howard-st., North Shields. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 

Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked + have been advertised in previous 
tasues. 


JUNE 1. ; 
+Newport C.B.—3 Assistant Architects. 


JUNE 2. ; 
*Taunton T.C.—Senior Architectural Assistant. 
JUNE 4, ‘ 
+Northern Ireland Govt.—Architectural Staff. 


JUNE 5. : 

*Biddulph U.D.C.—Temporary Architect. 
JUNE 9. 

*Swindon T.C.—Temporary 
spector of School Buildings. 


Assistant In- 


JUNE 11. : 
*Wandsworth B.C.—Chief Housing (Estates 
Management) Assistant. 
JUNE 23. ie 
*Brighton Technical College.—(a) Lecturer in 
Building Subjects; (b) Teacher of Carpentry 
and Joinery; (c) Teacher of Plumbing. 


JUNE 30. é 
*Montgomery C.C.—Architectural Assistant 
(male or female). ‘ f 
*Northants C.C.—Planning Assistant. 
NO DATE. 
*Houghton-le-Spring U.D.C. 
Architectural Draughtsman. 
*Overseas Employment.—Clerk of Works for 
Gambia Government. 
*$t. Thomas’s Hospital, S.E.1.—Estate Sur- 
veyor. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Birkenhead.—L. D. Clegg, 5, Queen-st., Old- 
ham, architect, for single storey factory for J. 
MacKenzie, Ltd. , : 

Bury.—E.C. propose conyersion of premises 
into Youth Centre at Elton. 

Carlisle.—Construction of roads and sewers, 
for City Council; *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Carlisle, £31,920. ) 

Chapel-en-le-Frith._R.D.C. to seek permis- 
sion of M.H. to invite tenders for 12 houses at 
Chinley and Hayfield. T. Dinsdale, 8. : 

Derbyshire.—E.C. propose additions at Shire- 
brook Girls’ Secondary school, at £3,500 

Islington.—B.C. appointed H. Monson, 120, 
Moorgate, E.C.2, as architect for rebuilding 20. 
flats at Halton Mansions. ne 

Manchester.—T.C. approved additions to 
works, Crabtree-la., Clayton, for J. Greaves & 
Co., Ltd., A. J. Freeman, architect, 33, Barwell- 
rd., Sale, Ches; additions to factory, Albert-st. 
and Baslow-st., Beswick, for A. J. Mills & Co., 
Ltd., C. Wild, architect, 72, Bridge-st., Deans- 
gate—Building Committee of Y.M.C.A., 4 
Bridge-st., Deansgate, propose men’s _ hostel, 
sports pavilion, etc., at Desmesne-rd., Whalley 
Range, at £40,000. Plans by H. 8S. Fairhurst & 
Son (FF.), Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council approved 
plans for additions at pathological laboratory 
at Shotley Bridge Emergency Hospital. Plans 
by City A. aie 

Nuneaton.—T.C. approved rebuilding factory 
at Marlborough-rd., for Abbey Hosiery Mills, 


4 


— Temporary 


td. 
Oldham.—T.C. propose crematorium at Hollin- 


* wood Cemetery.—E.C. propose school at Abbey 


Hills area. : oe: 

Stockport.—Moston Brick and Building Co., 
Ltd., Kenyon-la., Moston, Manchester 10, pro- 
pose development of The Laurels estate, off 
Mouldeth-rd., Heaton Mersey. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Bury.—T.C. approved canteen at Haymarket- 
st. and Broad-st., for Corporation Transport 


Dept. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. propose erection of kitchens 
at C. of E. school, New Mills, nr. Stockport, 
and Chisworth school. Plans by J. Harrison 
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(A.), County A., County Offices, St. Mary’s-gate, 


Derby. 
CC. to erect central kiichen at 


Durham 
W lentiey. Hill and to resite kitchen at Blackhall 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


5,000 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.Op.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
21 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone or write 
Secretary : 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
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Colliery. Plans by F. Willey, County A., 34, Old 
Elvet, Durham. es 
Lancashire.—E.C. propose dining-hall and 
kitchen at Prescot Grammar school. Plans by 
A. T. Nicholson (F.), County A., County Offices, 


Fishergate-hill, Preston. 

dham.—E.C. propose: dining centre at Wer- 
neth school; canteen kitchen at Waterloo school. 
Plans by a kk Hobson, 


Salop.—E.C. propose canteen kitchen at Wor- 
field C. of E. school. Plans by A. Guy Chant 
(F.), County A., 5, Belmont, Shrewsbury. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes arcepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes a:cepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Bolton.—Construction of roads and sewers, 
surface water drains, etc., at Breightmet Hall 
and Lever Edge-la. housing estates: *M. 
Gleeson, Ltd., ~ Chesterfield-rd., a Bi, 
Sheffield 8, £55,3 

(Grimeby:-“Eréction, of two sub-stations, for 

V. Parker and Manager, Electricity 
Works, Moss-rd. : +Hewins & Goodhand, Ltd., 
Eleanor-st., Grimsby. 
Lancashire.—Buildings: *Pochin’s (Man- 
chester), Ltd., Durham Mount, Durban-rd., 
Bowdon, Altricham, Ches. __ 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended May 19. 

General maintenance work: Alex. Hall & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Aberdeen; Comben & 
Wakeling, Ltd., Kenton, Harrow, Middx. 

ae work: Clark '& Fenn, Litd., London, 
S.W.4 & T. Painters, Ltd., London, N.W.10. 
land Geettting work: Clark Bros., ‘Swindon, 

ilt 

Manchester.—Reconstruction of factory, for 
Norman Evans & Rais, Ltd. : Cookson & 
Co., Ltd., 48, Hodge-la., Liverpool- st., Salford 5. 

Manchester.—Flats, ‘Barlow Moor-rd., West 
Didsbury, for R. Tattershall: *Woodall & 
Atkinson, 123, Burton-rd., West Didsbury, Man- 
chester 20. 

Manchester.—Canteen to factory, Fitzgeorge- 
st., Collyhurst, for Tensen Electric Co., Ltd. : 
*A. Cassel & Sons, Ltd., Gt. Cheetham- 
st., Broughton, Manchester 8; additions to 
brewery, Denmark-rd., Moss Side, for Red 
Tower Lager Beer Co.: *A. Hodkinson, Ltd., 
62, Greenhill-st., Greenheys, Manchester 15: 
additions to factory, Bradford-rd., Ancoats, for 
E. Raffles & Co., Ltd.: *Moston Brick & Build- 
ing Co., Ltd., Kenyon-la., Moston, Manchester 


0. 
Middleton.—Construction of roads and sewers, 























May 25 1945 


for T.C. J. Pollard (L.), B.E. and A.: *Demo- 
lition and Construction Co., Ltd., 3, St. James’- 
sq., London, 8.W., £20,5 

Romford, oT te painting of 125 ay 
for T.C.: Manning eaeeey. Ltd., 
Katherine- , Forest Gate, E.7. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Dining-room at Brownshill 
High school, for E.C. A. Burton, City E.: 
*Naylor & Nutt, et Coronation-st., Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent, 23,04 

West Bromwich. a PC of concrete 
roads and sewer works. G. Jefferson, Super- 
intending Officer, West Bromwich. Contract 
No. 2, Birchfield- rd., Oldbury and Thorne-rd. 
estate extension: *Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, 
Ltd., Hollington Lodge, Waterloo-rd., Wolver- 
hampton. Contract No. 3, Harvells, Hawthorne 
No. 2 estate site levelling : *J. B. Carr, Public 
Works Contractor, Tettenhall, Staffs. 

Workington. —Buildings for Cleansing Dept., 
at Harrington, for T.C. . B. Cooper, BS.: 
*Lovell Bros., 35, Church-st., Workington. 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTB. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, 9.W.18 


SAMUEL 
GRATRIX 


LIMITED 


For all BUILDERS’, PLUMBERS’ 
and ELECTRICIANS’ SUPPLIES 




















LONDON: = £US. 6177 

3/4, University St., Tottenham Ct. Rd., W.C.1 
GLASGOW : 

126, W. Regent Street, C.2 City 7255 


LEEDS (E. J. Leedle Ltd.) : 


34, Hunslet Lane, Leeds 10 Leeds 24554 


MANCHESTER (Head Office) : 








Quay St., Manchester 3 824 660: 








Boyle’s ..,Pater*... Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING oe 
Emergency Address : Addiscombe 1133 











34, MORLAND AVENUE. E. "CROYDON. SURREY 

















premises, warehouse 








3 Ss 

Fnhumber of properties 

=" -we have restored.Let us 

“reinstate your war damaged 
Cc 

house, the work to be put in hand 
en peace comes. ‘Phone WAT 5474. 


wemM NEGUS ro. 


Station Works-Kinc JAMES ST.,5.E/. (WAT.5474) 





ies ‘bated 





















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
of 


CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE: 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 
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